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Text: John 1:43-51

Title: Masks
Subject: God seeks to reveal Himself through Christ.

Complement: God reveals Himself to genuine people.
Textual Idea: God is seeking after those with a genuine heart in order to reveal Himself to them.

Sermon Idea: God is not looking for 'good' people but for genuine people.
Interrogative: Ask yourself, “Do I have a mask on?”
Key word/Transitional sentence: Have you seen Jesus? Or is there something keeping you from seeing Him – like a mask?
Key Points:
1. Jesus came unmasked to ordinary people. vv.43-45
2. Unmasked people are the ones who see God. vv.46-49
3. God opens up wide to those who open up to God. vv.50-51
What do I want people to know? Honest relations with God and others is key to growing deeper in my relationship with God.

What do I want people to do? Start dealing honestly with God and others – perhaps starting with confession.

What need am I addressing? Eliminating a stumbling block to spiritual growth.

“Masks”
John 1:43-51

January 15, 2012
God is not looking for 'good' people but for genuine people.
1. Jesus comes unmasked to ordinary people. vv.43-45

2. Unmasked people are the ones who see God. vv.46-49
3. God opens up wide to those who open up to God. vv.50-51
One of my favorite all-time movie characters (LCD) are Wallace and Gromit – anyone ever seen their movies? Very funny! Wallace is the man and he is very naïve and Gromit is his non-speaking dog who is more intelligent than Wallace. In one episode, they take in a boarder (LCD) – this chicken. Everything seems fine at first  but later on, an intruder (LCD) shows up in the house and Wallace has no idea who it is until… (LCD) wala…the criminal is unmasked and Wallace says, "It’s you!" He’d been completely fooled by the masquerade. I always crack up when I watch that scene! The chicken thinks he’s fooling people with his disguise, and he does fool the naive, but not most. When we wear masks, we might fool some of the people, but not most. Very few of us are Meryl Streep or Tom Hanks. For the most part, we’re chicken…afraid of letting people know us for who we really are…and that keeps us from experiencing the life at its very best – we hang out at a dull, vertigo-inducing masquerade party instead of the real party God has intended for us. Masks…masks are our problem. Are you wearing one? Am I?
I’ve decided to give my sermon away right from the start his morning…I don’t want to “mask” my point! Take a look at this video and as you watch it, I want us each to ask ourselves, “Am I wearing a mask?” Take a look.

(VIDEO: “MASKS”)

There was lots of good stuff in that video but the comment I want to zero in on right now is this one, “The one thing God can’t work with is a mask.” Is that true? Do you agree with that? More importantly, does God’s Word agree with that statement? This morning I want us to think about masks. What’s on the IPad in front of my face this morning? Am I wearing a mask?

Turn with me to the same book Rich shared from last week, the Gospel of John. Last week, Rich shared from chapter 3 and a man named Nicodemus who came to meet Jesus in the cloak and mask of darkness. This week, I want us to go back to John chapter 1 and meet another guy – a very different guy from Nicodemus. But before I do that, let me summarize a few background details. The author of this book, John was one of Jesus’ best friends. He walked with Jesus, worked with Jesus, and, eventually, died for Jesus. He was a committed follower of Christ. John’s aim in writing His book is summarized in John 20:31, (LCD) “These are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in his name.” Belief in Jesus is the main emphasis of John’s gospel – but what does it mean to believe in Jesus? Well, he gets started with that task in this first chapter by proclaiming Jesus to be the “Word of God,” the very truth of God. John says that Jesus came as light into the darkness of the world. In doing so, all are invited to come openly into the light. Why? Look at verse 18, “No one has ever seen God, but God the One and Only, who is at the Father’s side, has made him known.” The mission of Jesus, according to John, is to reward those who openly come out of the darkness and into the light of Christ with intimate, true knowledge of God Himself.

John then gives several examples of the kind of people who come openly into the light. First we have John the Baptist, truly a man without a mask on – he doesn’t care about being politically correct – he calls it as he sees it and he sees Jesus walking by one day and cries out in verse 36, “Look, the Lamb of God!” Based on that, two of JB’s followers go after Jesus. One of them, Andrew, goes and gets his brother Simon – a guy who is going to struggle with putting masks on in his life – yet Jesus, even knowing that, focuses on his potential in verse 42 when he renames him Cephas or Peter meaning ‘rock.’  All these men seek after Christ who has come to make God known. Finally, we get down to verse 43:
Jn 1:43 The next day Jesus decided to leave for Galilee. Finding Philip, he said to him, “Follow me.” 
Notice something different with Jesus’ connection with this next character Philip? Right, Jesus finds Philip, Jesus seeks Philip. Why Philip? Actually, there is no apparent reason. The little we know of him is that he was pretty ordinary, nothing special. He is a seeker of God as we’ll see in a few verses but for the most part he’s just a regular guy…who is sought by Jesus. Now this is even more strange because in Jesus’ day, rabbis, teachers like Jesus didn’t seek out disciples, disciples sought out rabbis. They would pick a rabbi to follow and then walk in his dust, right behind him. And if you were good enough, the rabbi would let you follow him…but you had to be good…REAL good…a Harvard grad, a 20 point, 10 rebound dude, the cream of the crop, a Mary Poppins – practically perfect in every way. But not Jesus. He calls some regular dude to follow Him. I love that…Philip did too…look at what he does:
Jn 1:44 Philip, like Andrew and Peter, was from the town of Bethsaida.
Jn 1:45 Philip found Nathanael and told him, “We have found the one Moses wrote about in the Law, and about whom the prophets also wrote—Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph.”
Philip is all excited and he goes and tells his buddy Nate about the one Moses wrote about – sounds like they’ve been studying and searching about the Messiah, the Rescuer of the Jews. And he tells him that they’ve found him – it’s Jesus, Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph! Look at this map (LCD). We’re down here at Bethany and Jesus is on his way to Galilee. In Galilee, we see Philip, Andrew and Peter’s hometown, Bethsaida. And where is Nate from? Later in chapter 21, John tells us that Nate is from Cana – the place Jesus is heading to for a wedding. And notice where Jesus’ hometown is – Nazareth – a rock throw over the hill from Cana – the Messiah is a kid from the hood…He’s one of them. Jesus didn’t come to earth in the clouds with Fourth of July fireworks. He lived like us and, as John tells us in another place, He lived a life full of grace and truth – He was unmasked, honest, right there in the light ready for anyone to know Him, and through Him, to know God. Awesome! Our first point this morning is that (LCD) Jesus comes unmasked to ordinary people. One of the quotes from the video was, “When it comes to God, the best impression you can make is to just be you.” Task the mask off – be yourself – but actually there’s more to it than just that. You see Nathanael is a skeptic and this news that the Heavenly Rescuer is a Hometown Hero just doesn’t jive: Verse 46:
Jn 1:46 “Nazareth! Can anything good come from there?” Nathanael asked. “Come and see,” said Philip. 
I love that! No masking his true feelings – Nazareth? We crush their football team every year! Nazareth – that Podunk town? Nazareth, along with Cana, was a nothing town – a few hundred people – that’s all. Later in John chapter 7 we read that no one thought the Messiah would come from Galilee let alone Nazareth. Nate is skeptical and he isn’t afraid to show it – he is honest. And Philip gives us a good reminder of the best way to handle skeptics – “Come and see Jesus for yourself!” So off they go to do just that. Verse 47: 

Jn 1:47 When Jesus saw Nathanael approaching, he said of him, “Here is a true Israelite, in whom there is nothing false.” 

Woah…lots here. First of all, notice how once again Jesus takes the initiative towards Nathanael. Again, He is seeking after him and offers his own intriguing statement, “Here is a true Israelite, in whom there is nothing false.”  There are two really important words in this answer from Jesus. First, he says that Nate is a true Israelite. The word here (LCD) alethos can mean many things but here it is really nailed by the New Living Translation, ‘genuine.’ Here is a genuine Israelite – the real deal. Here is a model of what an Israelite should be – of what a seeker of God should be. This is what God is looking for friends – this is the kind of person He is seeking for. And what is that?

The second important word is (LCD) dolos and it means false, deceitful, a trickster – basically, one who wears a mask. Jesus says the kind of person he’s looking for is a true person, a genuine person without dolos – an unmasked, honest person. Let me help you get a picture of what unmasked people are like: (LCD)

· Not perfect but grace is available
· Honest – “It’s ok to not be ok.”
· No hidden agenda/motives
· Don’t pretend to be more righteous than actually are
· Say what they think
· Mean what they say
It describes the kind of person who doesn’t cover up his true thoughts and intentions. It’s the New Yorker who drives you nuts with his frankness, yet also endears you with his honesty. It’s the baseball player who doesn’t slouch away from steroid allegations. It’s the young girl who says, “Mommy, didn’t you say that you didn’t like Aunt Sally?”
Actually, right now, we’re being blessed with a great example of an unmasked man, (LCD) Tim Tebow, quarterback of the Denver Broncos. You know, I found myself torn between rooting for Tebow and rooting for my favorite team of 40 years – the Patriots last night. Actually, I couldn’t lose either way so it was great! But what I love about Tebow is that he is completely unabashed in his total commitment to Jesus Christ. He is who he is. He’s not perfect, he’s constantly making that point, but he is radically living for Christ without apology. Gotta love that! The best part is that His teammates love him for it – receiver Eddie Royal said this, "The only reason I would think people wouldn't like him is because they don't believe that he's really all that he is," Royal said. "But to tell you the truth, he really is, being around him every day. What you see is what you get with him. There's nothing fake about him." An unmasked man who lives for God…what a witness to the world…but there’s more.
The word dolos is used in a very important passage, Psalm 32, (LCD) “Blessed is he whose transgressions are forgiven, whose sins are covered. Blessed is the man whose sin the LORD does not count against him and in whose spirit is no deceit.” Tim Tebow would be the first person to tell you that there is only one reason why he is the way he is – he humbled himself before the Lord Jesus Christ, recognized his need for Jesus and came unmasked to God for help – like we sang this morning, “I need You Jesus to come to my rescue – where else can I go? There’s no other name by which I’m saved – capture me by grace – I will follow you.” Tim Tebow humbled himself and said, “I will follow you.” Andrew, Peter and Philip all did the same. They all unmasked themselves before the lord. How about Nathanael? In response to Jesus’ judgment of his character, Nathanael asks a good question in verse 48: “How do you know me?” Notice that he isn’t just pandering to Jesus, being “nice” to Him. Instead, he’s an honest skeptic.

Jesus responds by saying that He had seen Nathanael under THE fig tree before Philip came by. Notice the text says “the” fig tree. Not just any tree…Jesus names the specific tree that Nathanael was under. He displays His omniscience here and it will cause Nathanael to do a Tebow – he frankly confesses Jesus as the Son of God and the King of Israel in verse 49. Jesus knows all and sees all. This was markedly displayed in His interactions with the Pharisees. Consider just one example from Matthew 22; (LCD) “Then the Pharisees went out and laid plans to trap him in his words…“Teacher,” they said, “we know you are a man of integrity and that you teach the way of God in accordance with the truth. You aren’t swayed by men, because you pay no attention to who they are. Tell us then, what is your opinion? Is it right to pay taxes to Caesar or not?” But Jesus, knowing their evil intent, said, “You hypocrites, why are you trying to trap me?” By the way, the root word for dolos, del, meant the bait used on a fishing hook. The Pharisees are FULL of dolos – religious hypocrites – they look great on the outside but are rotten corpses inside. Jesus sure hates religion – man trying to be good enough for God by putting on masks of having it all together and trying to trip up others who try to strip off their masks. The unmasked, honest Jesus tells it like it is and seeks after those who will also humble themselves and be honest with God too. Our second point this morning is (LCD) Unmasked people are the ones who see Jesus. Six times in our passage we’ve come across the word ‘see.’ Come and see – it speaks of knowing God and being known by Him. It means admitting your need, humbly taking your mask of being good enough off, and looking to Jesus as your life – and then it gets even better.
After Nathanael’s bold declaration of Jesus’ identity, Jesus makes him a promise,

Jn 1:50 Jesus said, “You believe because I told you I saw you under the fig tree. You shall see greater things than that.” 

Jn 1:51 He then added, “I tell you the truth, you shall see heaven open, and the angels of God ascending and descending on the Son of Man.”
Essentially, Jesus says, “You ain’t seen nothin’ yet! Seeing you under the fig tree was child’s play compared to what You and your buds are going to see. He says that because he has responded well to this interaction with truth, he will be privy to insider information about God Himself…greater things. He then references the account of Jacob in Genesis when he had a vision of angels ascending and descending a ladder between heaven and earth. Jacob responded to that vision like this, (LCD) “When Jacob awoke from his sleep, he thought, “Surely the LORD is in this place, and I was not aware of it.” He was afraid and said, “How awesome is this place! This is none other than the house of God; this is the gate of heaven.” From writings before and at the time of Jesus, we find repeatedly that the greatest desire in the heart of a Jew was to see heaven open. To see the very door of heaven opened up like Jacob saw in his dream. What Jesus is saying here is that Nathanael is actually going to get more than a dream, He is going to actually see the real deal – heaven open. And as one of the disciples of Jesus, he watched in Jesus Himself lifted up and into heaven at His ascension – heaven literally opened! Wow! What a reward! Our last point this morning is, (LCD) God opens up wide to those who open up to God.
There is one more thing is verse 51 I want to show you. What is exciting to me is that the word “you” in verse 51 is in the plural. It isn’t spoken only to Nathanael. Verse 50, with the singular “you”s is for him, but the great promise of God’s opening Himself up to us is given to all those who would unmask themselves and come openly and honestly to Jesus…like Nathanael. So…are you wearing a mask this morning?
Take a look at this Dilbert cartoon. (LCD) The good news this morning is that God is not like Dilbert’s boss. He does want your honest thoughts. He is looking for genuine people. In my mind, no story better typifies this truth than the story of the Pharisee and the Tax Collector…remember it? The Pharisee stood confidently before God because he thought he was so good as he ticked off his impressive religious resume. The tax collector humbly admitted the truth…I’m a sinner in need of mercy…he didn’t care that the Pharisee could see him in his humiliation. He didn’t care what others though of him. He sought mercy from the God who loves honesty…and loves us. One of the other quotes in the video was “God doesn’t love us if or because…He loves us anyway.” That was the great lesson that the tax collector would reap as he sowed repentance that day. The Pharisee…he is the answer to our opening question. Remember? I asked whether we would agree with the video that the one thing God can’t work with is a mask. The Pharisee has a mask of self-righteousness on…and God can’t or maybe better put, won’t work with Him. Sad. Are you wearing a mask?
Remember this guy (put on Darth Vader mask). Pretty tough right? Scary, seemingly unbeatable…but inside…a mess, a mess of a failed life that he tried to cover up with his own craftiness and strength. When did Darth Vader find new life? (take off mask) When he took off his mask…when he got real…when he was honest. Look around. Some of us have Pharisee masks on, “Everything is great! Isn’t Jesus amazing!” (Not really…Jesus doesn’t seem real to me at all. Actually, I’m completely being overcome by temptation and can’t pray at all.) Some of us have Darth Vader masks on, “I can do this! I don’t need God!” (Honestly, I’m scared to death and near the end of my rope.) Take the mask off…be honest with God…find a friend and open up about the truth inside you. God already knows about it anyways so who cares if a fellow human does to -  open up! Let me give you my own summary this morning, (LCD) God is not looking for 'good' people but for genuine people – unmasked people. So let’s take off our masks, confess to God and each other, leave the vertigo-inducing masquerade soiree we’ve been at and join the real party – knowing and being known by a God who loves us because He is good!
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