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I Scriptural Principles 

A We believe Scripture affirms that women are equal with men as image bearers of God and in their 
personal standing before God and the church (Gen.1:26-27, Gal. 3:28). 

B We believe Scripture affirms that women are distinct, in their femaleness from men in their maleness, 
as created and ordered by God (Gen. 2:7-23, Eph. 5:22-28). 

C We believe Scripture affirms a basic pattern of functional order applicable to the church and home in 
which men are given headship, the task of servant leadership, and women are subject to this 
leadership just as men are subject to the headship of Christ (I Cor. 11:3). 

D We believe Scripture demonstrates that women have unique and significant ministries to fulfill along 
with men in the church because they are gifted with the same spiritual gifts as men2. There are no 
gender distinctions in the distribution of spiritual gifts (Acts 21:9, I Cor. 12:4-11). 

E We believe, in public worship, woman may freely express their God-given gifts in areas such as prayer, 
singing, sharing testimony, and reading Scripture under the biblical authority5 as stated above. 
(I Cor.  11:3-163) 

F We believe a woman may teach other women, children and youth. We believe Scripture assigns to 
men only the role of authoritative Bible teaching in the context of public worship when men are 
present.  Women may teach in a mixed setting, under the biblical authority stated above, outside the 
context of public worship (Titus 2:3-5; 2 Tim 1:5, 3:14,15; 1 Tim 2:11-151; Acts 18:26). 

G We believe women may hold the Office of Deacon4 in the church.  The position of an Elder is assigned 
to men only (1 Tim 3:11; Rom 16:1; 1 Tim 3:1-7; Titus 1:5-9). 

 
 
II Application of Scriptural Principles 

A Women are welcome to exercise their gifts in nearly all ministry contexts including associate staff 
leadership. 

B Positions on the Board of Elders and the role of authoritative Bible teaching in public worship are 
assigned to men only. 

C Woman may lead public worship. 
D Woman may lead and teach in Small Groups, Sunday School classes, and schools such as the 

Wintonbury School of Ministry. 
E Woman may baptize. 
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NOTES 
11 Tim 2:8-15 Discussion 

 v8 ‘every place’ reference to where other churches established.  Paul is taking the principles of all the 
churches and applying it in 1 Tim (addressing the Ephesians) 

 v9-10 should understand the timeless principle of out of it 
 What does the whole council of God say?  Reference to consistency and not basing theology on 1 or 2 

verses.  The whole of Scripture is that there is an order of the roles.  You must obey the Scriptures 
regardless of where your heart is at.  1 Timothy addresses false teaching and being deceived. 

 
2If there is no distinction in the giving of the gifts of teaching to men or women, we need to address the 
apparent contradiction. 
 
3Head covering is a vague expression.  Even the best research doesn't really say what this means. 
 
4Deacon is gender neutral. The translation of wives may really read 'woman.' 
 
5Authoritative teaching is the official teaching of the church handed down and entrusted to the officers 
(authoritative office).  It is the 'what we believe' teaching. 
  


